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various members of the crew informed Eckner that the passenger, 

Joseph Spach, had two dogs that were maintained in the freight 
room, which is located aft, directly below gas cell number 6. 

Further, that this passenger was allowed to go back and tend to 
these dogs at frequent intervale, either to feed them, water them, 
or merely to pet them, and on various of these trips he was not 
accompanied by a member of the crew, Eckner also related to 
Rosendahl that one of the stewards, who has since returned to 
Germany, mentioned the fact that Joseph Spach appeared to him to 
be unsympathetic to the airship travel and impressed him as being 
a peculiar type of passenger; also that thi6 individual remained 
aloof from the other passengers and was not at all responsive to 
the explanations of the crew regarding the various technicalities 
of the airship itself. Commander Rosendahl stated that the only 
information he had on Joseph Spach there at Lakehurst was to the 
effect that he was supposedly a United States citiien, using an 
American passport and that he had been treated at the Fitkin 
Memorial Hospital at Asbury Rark, Hew Jersey immediately after 
the accident; that he had been discharged shortly thereafter and 
had left, as his forwarding address, Douglaston, long Island, 

Hew York, For further information concerning the present where- 
abouts of Joseph Spach, it is believed by Rosendahl that this would 
be in the possession of Mr, Rauber, who is a German citiien affiliated 
with the Kamburg-American Steamship. Line in Hew York City, which is 
one of the passenger agents for thej American Zeppelin Transport 
Company, which is thejAmerican Zeppelin Agency for the/German 
ZeppeTln Transport Company. Commander Rosendahl stated that he 
had talked it over with the Board of Inquiry, which is headed by 
South Trimble of the Department of conanerce, and it had been de- 
cided that Commander Rosendahl was to get in touch with me at the 
Newark Field Division and request that an investigation be made of 
Joseph Spach to ascertain his background, as well as a little per- 
sonal history concerning his recent trip from Germany to the United 
States aboard the dirigible Eindenburg. 

I was also informed by Commander Rosendahl that Joseph 
Spach is supposed to be an acrobat by profession and In connection 
therewith Rosendahl stated that it would take a fairly active man 
to climb the rigging separating gas cells 1;. and 5 in order to gain 
access to the gas shaft thatseparates these two chambers from the 
axial girder to the top keel. It is the opinion of Commander 
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Rosendahl, as well as certain members of the Board of Inquiry, 
that it was entirely possible that Joseph Spach might have placed 
either an inflammable substance in the gas shaft in close proximity 
with the maneuvering valve, or placed a timing device which would 
have ignited the mixture existing in the gas shaft at the time that 
the gas is valved off for landing purposes. 

Upon receiving this information, I telephonically 
communicated with Mr* Foxworth, of the Bureau, and related to him 
the above information. In connection therewith, Mr. Foxworth stated 
that he would confer with the Director in connection with the instant 
matter and would communicate with me telephonically as to what pro- 
cedure should be followed in connection therewith. 

Shortly after 3:30 p* nu, Daylight Saving Time, I again 
had telephonic contact with Mr. Foxworth, of the Bureau, at which 
tiro he informed that it was the opinion of the Bureau that the 
investigation requested by the Board of Inquiry, through Commander 
Bosendahl, should be conducted and that action should be taken to 
obtain the necessary information that would reveal the background 
of the passenger Joseph Spach. Also, at this time, it was brought 
to the attention of Mr. Foxworth that I had further conference with 
Commander Bosendahl, at whioh time he had informed me that he had 
talked with Captain Erns^Zehmaup, shortly after the accident* at the 
hospital in Iakewood, hew Jersey, and at this time Lehmann had in- 
formed him that he and Antoqjfwittemann had received a warning. The 
particulars of this warning were not .divulged to Commander Bosendahl 
by either Captain Lehmann or CaptaixH'Wittemann, but they had indicated 
that they had received a warning tha^ something was going to happen 
in the stern of the Hindenburg on her initial trip to the United 
States in the Spring of this year. According to Commander Rosendahl, 
evidently both Captain hittemann and Captain Lehmann, (who is now de- 
ceased) had confided this information concerning the warning to the 
appropriate representatives of the German Ambassador in the United 
States. Commander Rosendahl also stated that lehmann had made a 
definite statement to the effect that he was of the opinion that 
an "infernal machine" had been the cause of the accident and that 
the accident would have happened, no matter whether they had utilised 
helium gas or hydrogen gas in the super structure of the Hindenburg. 
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Commander Roeendahl at this time suggested that it might be a good 

idea for a representative of the Bureau to interview Captain 

Wittemann, as he has been given to understand that all of the members 

of the German crew would be ready and willing to cooperate with the 

anoronriate authorities of the United States in connection with the 
* * * 

sabotage theory* 

Regarding the suggestion that Captain Wittemann be inter- 
viewed by a representative of the Bureau, Mr. Foxworth stated that 
no action should be taken in connection therewith until further ad- 
vice was received by me from the Bureau. 

Special Agent Malone and nyself again conferred with 
Commander Eosendahl at Iakehurst at 5 P» on May 19, 1937# at 
which time Commander Eosendahl stated that a further discovery 
had been made that would help support the sabotage theory. 


As has been related to the Bureau, in connection with 
the instant case, in the communication dated Kay 11 , 1937# forwarded 
by Inspector E* J« Connelley, the authorities at Lakehurst had been 
in communication with the Bomb Squad of the hew York Police Depart- 
ment. For the inf ormation of the Bureau, Detective McCarthy of the 
hew York Bomb Squad, has been at lakehurst and has conducted some 
investigation of the ruins of the dirigible Eindenburg* Detective 
McCarthy has previously infonred that the results of his e x a m i n ation 
were negative and that the only thing he was able to ascertain was 
evidence of a severe explosion in the after part of the ship. 
Naturally, the type of explosion that had oocurred in the stern of 
the ship was not knoTm and it is true that such an explosion could 
have been caused by the igniting of the hydrogen gas after it had 
been mixed with the proper amount of air. 
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had to do with the finding of a foreign substance present on the 
valve head of one of the valve6, either in gas oell number 1|. or 
that this valve head had been located by Doctor Uidwi^Duer, who is 
Chief Construction Engineer of the German Zeppelin Transport Company. 
It is Rosendahl’s belief that this foreign substance appearing on 
this valve head is sulphur, due to the yellow color. This valve 
head was shown to Agent Malone and myself by Commander Rosendahl, 
and there is evident thereon a substance, yellow in color, and in 


; 


& fairly large quantity# Coruna nder Rosendahl stated that it is the 
intention of the Board of Inquiry to hare a ohemical expert test 
this substance appearing on this valve head in order to definitely 
ascertain ■whether or not it is sulphur or other like substanoe# 

It will be recalled that the suggestion previously had 
been made to Commander Rosendahl by Inspector A# J# Connelley that 
it might he well for officials at Lakehurst to have an expert from 
the Bureau of Standards come to lakehurst and examine the ruins of 
the dirigible In an effort to ascertain if any foreign substance were 
present and if so, the nature of the substance# Commander Eosendahl 
stated that a chemical expert was proceeding to lakehurst some time 
during May 20, 1937 to conduct an examination of the foreign sub- 
stance found by Doctor Duer on the valve head# It was not made 
clear, at this time by Commander Rosendahl, whether this expert was 
proceeding from YJashington, D» C * and was a employee of the Govern- 
ment, or whether he was an employee of the hew York Police Depart- 
ment who was being obtained by Detective McCarthy# Commander Rosen- 
dahl stated that the finding of the foreign substance on the valve 
head was a matter of the utmost of confidence and that he did not 
wish it to be known that he had allowed the Agents to view this piece 
of evidence. In view of this fact, no further suggestions were made 
to Commander Rosendahl by Agent lalone and myself# Rosendahl stated 
that it is Doctor Duer’s opinion that the substance appearing on the 
valve head is undoubtedly sulphur and if this is true, it would then 
further lend credence to the fact that the cause of the accident 
might have been sabotage, as in Doctor Duer’s opinion, there was no 
sulphur substance in the ship, end further that there was no substance 
that was yellow in color on board the ship# 

For the information of the Bureau, at this time it is not 
known whether the information concerning the passenger Joseph Spach 
has been put in possession of the New York Police Department, nor 
whether it is the general knowledge of the sub-committee that is 
assisting the Board of Inquiry, of which Colonel h&rtney is a 
member. It will be recalled that Colonel J’artney is a representa- 
tive of the Copeland Investigating Committee at Iakehurst and, as 
such, has been appointed as a member of the sub— committee which is 
supposed to function as technical advisors to the Board of Inquiry. 

It is known, however, that the fact that this foreign substance has 
been found on one of the valve heads has been put in possession of 
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the New York Police Department and the New York Police Department 
hag displayed a great deal of secret activity during the instant 
date at Lakehurst, especially requesting private conferences with 
the various naval personnel at Iakehurst in the presence of Agent 
Malone and myself* 

For the Bureau’s information, the investigation con- 
cerning the ascertaining of the general background of the passenger 
Joseph Spach is going forward and the Bureau will be kept advised 
as to developments thereof. 

At the conclusion of the interview with Commander Rosen- 
dshl on the instant date, he informed that both he and his wife 
had received confidential information from Mrs, I«hmann, wife of 
the deceased Captain Lehmann, to the effect that Lehmann's life 
had frequently been threatened, as well as the destruction of the 
German Zeppelin Transport Company, Commander Rosendahl informed, 
in connection with this, that he did not feel he should divulge 
the information he had received from My S . Lehmann unless it was 
absolutely necessary, due to the fact that for him to do so would 
be to violate a confidence. 

For the Eureau's information there is being transmitted 
herewith copies of a memorandum, dictated for the attention of 
Inspector E. J, Connelley, by n^-self, dated May 16, 1937 and. 

May 17 * 1937 * as well as a memorandum for the file which was sub- 
mitted by Inspector E, J, Connelley under date of May 18 , 1937 * 

Very truly yours, 

°UJ. ^8 

Y, r . S. DEVEREAT 3 C, 

Special Agent in Charge* 
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MEMORANDUM FOR INSPECTOR E. J. CCNNELLEY 


May 16, 1937 


REi HINDENBURG AIRSHIP CATASTROPHE. 


This Is to record the fact that on May 11, 1937, I pro- 
ceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, and contacted South Trimble, of the 
Board of Inquiry representing the Department of Commerce, as well as 
Commander Rosendahl, of the U« S. Navy. Neither of these individuals 
had anything on their mind insofar as this Bureau is concerned, and no 
co mme nt was made regarding the investigation being conducted of the catas- 
trophe . 

On May 12, 1937, I proceeded to Lakehurst, New Jersey, in 
company with Special Agent in Charge R. E. Vetterli. At approximately 
HiOO a.m., we were approached by Colonel Hartney, investigator for the 
Copeland Committee, and Hartney displayed a telegram which he had received 
from Roger Williamson in Washington. Telegram requested that he, Hartney, 
ascertain from Vetterli whether or not oasts were made of the tracks in 
the middle of the road on the western side of the reservation, and whether 
or not they were traced from the fence on the western side of the reser- 
vation to the marsh, etc., and suggesting that if this had not been done, 
that it should be done immediately. Hartney also stated that he had 
information from Commander Rosendahl that threw an entirely new light 
on the accident, but that this information was confidential, and that it 
had to do with the wife of a laborer who resides in the house located near 
the old abandoned mooring mast. No comment was made to Hartney on this 
occasion, other than the fact that we, as representatives of the Bureau, 
were merely observing at this time. 

Also, on May 12, conversation was had with South Trimble, 
and he expressed the thought that he would appreciate the cooperation of 
the Bureau insofar as having Agents of the Bureau interview the passengers 
who were on board the ill-fated Hindenburg on May 6, and also take care 
of any investigative aotivity growing out from these interviews. Mr. 
Trimble was informed that this request would be conveyed to you and that 
we would notify him as to the Bureau’s reaction as soon as possible. 
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On May 13, we saw South Triable at 10s SO a#nu, and 
informed him that the Bureau was desirous of cooperating in every 
way possible in matters that would be of mutual interest, and that - 
there could be made available for the investigation suggested by 
him two Agents, and that we would be glad to have these two Agents 
work in cooperation with representatives of. the Department of Commerce* 
Trimble stated that after checking the situation, he found that there 
were only four interviews left to be made and that the inspectors of 
the Department of Commeroe could take care of this situation* He stated 
he would let us know later in the day if any further assistance from the 
Bureau was needed. 

On May 12, at 2 t 00 p*m., Mr. Trimble stated to Vetterli 
and myself that an examination of the wreckage had disclosed a broken 
propeller in the middle of the ruins and that it indicated that this 
propeller blade could have been thrown from the propeller shaft of 
one of the motors into the superstructure of the ship and that this 
could have caused the accident# He stated that they were contemplating 
having the appropriate tests made of this propeller blade, in order to 
ascertain if this theory oould be verified# 

He also said that he had witnesses that would testify 
that there was a hole in the side of the Hindenburg before approaching 
the mooring mast, etc* 

On May 12, there were turned over to me by Colonel Hartney, 
three letters that he requested to b^show^t^you. He stated that he 
had shown the one letter signed to General Von Boet- 

tinger, who is representing the Hans Luther, at the 

hearing, ana that the General became quite excited and told him, Hartney, 
that that was the right type of investigation to be made and that there 
was undoubtedly sabotage connected with the accident# Copies of these 
letters are attached hereto. 

On May 14, 1937, the hearing at L&kehurst was attended 
by me, accompanied by Special Agent Lee F* Malone, and on this occasion, 

I conversed with Colonel Hartney, at which time he gave me two more 
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letters, the same being attached hereto* On this occasion, I discreetly 
copied these letters and returned the originals to him* 

He stated that he was of the opinion greater efforts should 
be made to conduct a thorough search of the field and further that he 
had talked with Senator Copeland, the Senator being of a similar opinion, 
and further, that the Senator was quite put out because this had not as 
yet been done* Hartney informed that he told the S e nator that the F*B*I« 
was "working like the devil* on the case. I immediately informed the 
Colonel that our position in the matter was still that of observer, and 
that if there was any request for activity on our part, it should be made 
through the Board of Inquiry representing the Department of Commerce, 
inasmuch as they had full responsibility at the present time, and that 
upon the receipt of Buch request, it would be given proper consideration* 
Hartney informed that he understood perfectly, but that he thought he 
had to tell the Senator something# 

At this time, he also said that he was of the opinion that 
an explosive bullet that would leave no tracer had been used in causing 
the accident, and that it was probably through the utilisation of & 
curved out lead bullet in which phosphorus had been placed, and that 
as the bullet struck the girder in the superstructure , the phosphorus 
would splatter on this metal and then with the air mixing with the hy- 
drogen, it would be touched off by the phosphorus, and the explosion would 
ensue . 


He also made j^ntion of a spotlight bullet, which is 
explosive in nature, that had been tested by him on airplane fabric at 
McCook Field in Ohio, and that these tests taught him that an explosive 
bullet could ignite a thing in the air immediately upon coining in contact 
the rewith =- 


He also stated that the Board of Inquiry did not appear to be 
terribly interested in the sabotage theory, and that they intended to 
discount the same. No comment was made by me on this occasion. 

On May l£7 1937, at 11:15 a.m., I again conversed with 
Colonel Hartney at Lakehurst, and was again accompanied by Special Agent 
Malone, and at this time, 1 again reiterated our position in the matter, 
namely, that we were merely observers, but that we were perfectly willing 
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to cooperate in every way possible, providing a formal request was 
made by the Board* Colonel Hartney on this oooasion informed me that 
he understood perfectly* 

He also displayed to me another letter, a copy of which is 
attached hereto, inasmuoh as this letter was oopied by ms without the 
knowledge of Colonel Hartney* 


Respectfully submitted. 
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Special Agent in Charge* 
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May 11, 1957 


Y 


Colonel Harold £• Bartney 
U. S. Senate Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 

Pear Colonel: 


I am offering, what I believe, a logical reason fbr an in- 
vestigation on a, perhaps, remote olue on what might be the eause of the 
ffindenburg explosion. 

The Hindenburg has been coming to this country fbr years. 

It was not extraordinary news. The day she arrived it was dark, dull 
and rainy, and she hung up fbr a few hours to la nd , waiting until after 
six o'clock. According to all the rules of human nature, most people 
wishing to take pictures of the ship would have left for home. 

With all thi6, this accident was photographed from every 
angle. As a matter of fact, 1 have never seen an event more profusely 
photographed. 


To me, it seems a possibility that a bunch of photographing 

racketeers would frame an accident of this kind, as they would any other 
VI * ^Vv*. T V 4 A . 
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these photographs runs into large sums. 


I also notice that some of the men who were notified to stay 
off the ship were newspaper men. This may be oaused by a distant friend- 
ship fbr these men, by the fhct those involved had an acquaintanceship 
in the newspaper field. 


I am offering this only as a lead which, 1 believe, is sup- 
ported by good logic. I have no direct evidence fbr sy conclusion? - 

1 hope to see you when you are in Hew York. I am at the 
above address at all times. 


Ifast oordially 
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(Original latter written in ink in German) 


I was sorry to hear of the catastrophe* As 1 learned 
by newspapers that Senator Copeland wants to investigate in 
the ease X wish to inform you that in oase the zeppelin flew 
over New York about four o'clock, the 6th (of May) at that 
time X was driving with some people* Three boys, about 9-10 
years of age, sat at the window. There was a small aeroplane 
connected with a rope with the airship and flying up to her 
(or around)* The 3 boys said what does the little want there. 
They have seen it and I have seen it. We drive with the 
elevated through Bronx Park on East Side* In oase the seppelin 
crossed that vicinity something was tied on it, I am sure. The 
small (plane) was over and on (the airship). We could see it 
clearly as it was very low. I do not know the boys. 

A Heartbroken 


Envelope addressed and postmarked as follows: 


"New York,N. Y. 
Sta. K 

May 7 8 - PM 

1937 


H. Senator 
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General P. 0. j. y, May 7 


Senator Copeland, 

Washington, D, C, 

Tou should send for Sam Untermyer, Raddi Wise and the 
half jew, half wop Mayor La Guardla in your Hindenburg examination* 
These men all favor bayootting Germany and are on record as saying they 
even would prevent the boxer. Max Sobmelling, from fighting here if 
they oould do so. 

The Hindenburg was fired at in lower New fork— I saw it 
from a skysoraper window, Three shots oame from a point close to the 
elevated structure at Chambers Street and Greenwich as the airship 
was heading toward the Battery after circling Manhattan. 

Some hireling of anti-nazis did this ^ob and was paid 
by the jews whom I have mentioned, Call them and ask about their 
boyoott organisation, the names of their agents, and you’ll get 
the murderer of those people on the Hindenburg. 
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massacring kikes just as other nations have done .They are no good 
sons of - bitches and have been so fbr ages. 


kAC* 



(Sig't. typed) 


Envelope addressed and postmarked as follows: 


"HDD. TERM. ANNEX. N.Y. 
MAY 7, 10.30 AM 
1937 


Senator Royal S. Copeland 
U.S .Senate 

Wash! ng ton, D . C • " 
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Lakehurst , R. J. 

Dear Sir* 



please, for the cake of Christian humanity, do not allow yourself 
to becon® "befuddled 4 oonfused, or frightened & intimidated by Jewish 
arrogance 4 dominance in the attempts to side traok the oause of the 
Hindenburg disaster* 

jews, big and influential in this Jewish-run Christian oountry 
of ours, are determined to imitate the investigators with every scheme 
their c unning brains are capsble of to conooet, 4 »o camouflage the truth 
with all kinds of phantastic theories, intended to throw you off your 
feet* Jews are experts at deceit. Their Talmud teaches them from child- 
hood on the value of deceit against the gays (Christians) 4 the hate for 
those Christians* 

Everything in logio, common sense and physchology - from the S« 

S» Bremen incident 4 the La Guardia case, to the intense hate for Germany 
the threatened success of a good will through the Hindenburg points to 
Jewish sabotage. But if one must have facts to be impressed, they are 
there to; witnesses testified that the fire started thru a comparatively 
small tongue of flame which suddenly burst out of the hull of the ship - 
showing conclusively, 4 above 4 beyond all side-traoking issues of phan- 
tastio Jewish theories, that a flaming bullet (of whioh there may be a 
hundred different simple devices) had been shot into the hull. Pure and 
Simple, it was an aot of Jewish sabotage, inspired by Talmud - preached 
hate. 



Yours very respectfully 
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Colonel j First paragraph not necessarily truej person night 
nave figured on choosing tine when everyone was at one plaoe on field, 
and even guards would be looking toward ship; also, fanatic would he apt 
to take pleasure in killing all in ship* 


Second paragraph very good, 
in aft of Bhip for some timing device, 
Board . 


Search should certainly he made 
perhaps you oould suggest it to 


M 



(in pencil) 


Pretty good letter, hay? 


Attached is pi eoe of paper written in penoil as follows t 
Send to Col. Hartney Speoial pelivery. 

TyP ed (^p 

Suggest that this be turned over to vetterli. 

Envelope addressed tot 

Senator Royal S. Copeland, 

Senate Chamber, 

Wash., D. C» 

Postmarked: R. y, C. - N. Y« Sta a 

6-10-37 2 PM 



Letter as follows: 

The Disaster to the Eindehburg.- I do not believe - was caused 
here - For this reason. It would have been much safer to have fired an 
inoendiary bullet - later in the night, because if the first one missed - 
they could repeat - until success - and it i6 reasonable to suppose that 
the wrecking of the craft would be the only thing sought, if murder was 
sought - it would have been tried minutes before - as no one knew that 
the end would be so sudden. 

My theory is that, if it was not an accident, - it was planned 
before the 6hip left Germany that is, a time devioe was installed then, 
so timed that it would work after the ship was anchored - they figured 
on a normal crossing which Would'”have the ship anchored about three hours 
earlierl - But as she was late (as I understand the schedule) it was (the 
Blast) in a sense, premature. 


copies destroyed 
3 Q OCT 21 I9& 4 


The only thing to do is, to soreen every o*. of ashes - if ft 
time devioe (probably a email alarm clock: - Eight day) is found, partic- 
ularly in the rear third of the ship, then one may be sure that - it 
was sabotaget If not, then I firmly believe, it was natural causes - beyond 
our present knowledge* And all the investigations are so much — waste timel 





Written in pencil. "No address." 
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(Written on the reverse side of this letter vas the followings) 
Eloieej 

I am trying to find o^it all info about suoh nuts* This 
guy might actually have done the dirty work, or some 
other disgruntled inventor like him. 
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This letter was copied on May 15, 1937 
while in the possession of Colonel Hartney, 
at Lakehurst, New jersey. 



Honorable Royal Copeland, 
U. S» Senator, 

1fash>, D » C • 

X)ear Senator* 


Tn case of the yesterday Zepplin disaster at Tnkehurst, 

R. J. as well as the disasters of ShenUTdoah, Akron, Kaoon, nay I inform you 
that Zepplin competitions in Africa against ny airship invention are 
now out oF ay way, 

I am 'the inventor of a re&i American dirigible patented 
1914 in Wash* but which was refused for adoption at the lighter than 
air competition in 1928 by the c-ov’t* experts in Wash* The result 
of this refusal was that both adopted Zepplin immitations had a 
short life « If you Honorable, are tn ardent furtherer of a real 
& good American invention of original construction in that line, 

I hope you will recconsmend it for construction, such disasters as 
in the past will never happen in the future* 


A wUi 4 ACw 
A AVMii 
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A saftier than a Zepplin, iTVill cost leaser money, useful for 
war £.8 well, as conmcrce, and which will be constructed to land 
on the water surface by means of pontoons. 


Awaiting your kind reply on this subject 


Most respectfully. 

Yours, 

sJ\L/ /s/ 

(Typed on a card attached to the above letter was the 
following* ) 

Colt 



rf.ylE? 


This die grunt led inventor goes so far as to say xxxxxxxxx 
that since the Hindenburg disaster, "Zeppelin competi- 
tions are now out of my v/ay." Yfe have copieE here; so 

^ -Vetterli can have this. 




(signed in 
(Ch all 


pencil \ 
right) 



MEMORANDUM FOR INSPECTOR E. J. CONNELLEY 


On the morning of May 17, 1957, Special Agent Lee F. 
Malone and myself proceeded to Lakehurst, New jersey, to attend 
the hearing regarding the Hindehburg disaster of May 6* TTe at- 
tended the morning hearing and in complieanoe with telephonic 
instructions received From Special Agent in Charge vetterli, I 
left with the Board of Inquiry the address and telephone number 
of the Newark Field Division and informed them that other commit- 
ments necessitated my returning immediately to Newark, New Jersey, 
and that if there were any developments in connection with the 
investigation being conducted by the Department of Commeroe re- 

_ j .e xri ^ J Ji i 4- — -u X ~ At.'' .. J 
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servioe, that if the Board would contact the Newark Field Division 
and make a request for any activity on the part of the Bureau, that 
this request would receive due consideration and that they were to 
feel that the Bureau wished to oooper&te in every praotical manner. 


I was informed by Major Schroeder and Mr. Mulligan, of 
the Board, that thus far there was no indication of a violation 
in which this Bureau would be interested, but that if anything 
arose that they felt would be of interest to the Bureau or that 
they felt the Bureau could be of assistance to the Board in com- 
pleting their investigation, they would feel free to ooramunioate 
with this Fide Division. They both informed me that they appre- 
ciated very much our presence at Lakehurst. Further, that they 
had a great deal of confidence in the Bureau and that if there 
was any indication of sabotage or the like they would probably 
want to oontact this division. I also left the address and tele- 
phone number of this division with Captain Rosendahl, Commander of 
the Naval Base at L&kehurst and gave him the same explanation that 
I gave the Board of Inquiry. Rosend&hl also stated that thus far 
there was no evidence of sabotage or of a criminal violation, but 
that he certainly had appreciated the presence of representatives 
of the Bureau at the Naval Base and that he would appreciate very 
muoh our contacting him periodically so that he could keep us in- 
formed as to any developments • No further coamient was made by me 
regarding the remarks of either the Board or Rosendahl. 
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Colonel Bartney was not oont&cted by ne on the instant 


Agent Malone and myself arrived in Hewark, New Jersey 
at 1*20 p. M» and no further aotion will be taken by this division 
at Lakehurst until further instructions are received from the 
Bureau • 


Respectfully submitted. 


WSD :RBT 


W » S • DJiVRhFiAUX 3 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FIIE 


Hay 18, 1977. 


RE i EtKDENBIJRO 


On May 11, 1937, in a telephone conversation with Mr. 
janmi as to the requests previously made apparently by Roger 
Williamson to Commander Rosendahl that a search be made of the 
field where the Hindenburg fell #iich he, Williamson, suggested 
that we should supervise, Mr, Tamm advised we should indioate to 
Commander Rosendahl that we necessarily cannot act upon requests 
for investigation by a Senatorial Committee inasmuch as this 
would possibly place us in a position to he orltioized, but that 
should the committee investigating the disaster of the Hindenburg 
or Mr. Rosendahl have some ideas for investigation, this might make 
a difference as to what we would do in the situation inasmuoh as 
this would possibly place before us some situation coming within 
our investigative jurisdiction. Reference Is made to my previous 
indication that if a search were to be made, this could just as 
well be made in any of the area over which the Hindenburg oiroled 
for approximately two hours before it made its landing at the 
Naval Air Station. It was indicated, at that time, that we were 
entirely friendly and agreeable with both Commander Rosendahl and 
Mr. Trimble of the Commerce Department Investigating Committee, but, 
however, they had made no request of us, as yet, for investigation. 

On May 12, 1937, as a result of the request made by 
Mr. Trimble to Agents Vetterli and Devereaux, this information was 
communicated to Mr. Tamm at 6jll p. m. ; that Mr. Trimble indicated 
that it would be desirable possibly for us to check, or to check in 
oooperation with their Inspectors, the various passengers who arrived 
on the Hindenburg in order to learn the names of any persons who were 
at the field to meet them and thereafter interview these latter 
persons for any of their observations while at the field. 


on May 12, 1937, at 10:18 p. m., Mr. Tamm, in a telephone 
conversation, advised that the Director had instructed that it would 
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be desirable for us to oooperate in any way possible with Mr* Trimble* 
that we should suggest to him that we would be agreeable to cheeking 
the list of passengers as previously above- indicated* that, however, 
this should be done in conjunction with the Inspectors of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce; that we would be very glad to work with them in 
handling this situation, however, it was suggested that we request 
the Commeroe Committee to obtain the list of passengers from the 
Zeppelin Company and thereafter we would have two of our men work 
with two of the Department of Commerce Inspectors* 
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vised in accordance with the above situation and at this time he 
advised Agents Vetterli and Devereavuc that they had checked out most 
of these passengers and at this time they had none that they desired 
us to check, but that they would oall upon us for any assistance if 
they desired it and they have not, as yet, suggested to us any inquiry, 
although we have indicated to them that we were very desirous of 
rendering any and all possible assistance to them and that we would 
consider any request for investigation they made and if same was proper, 
in accordance with what we should handle, w« would be glad to imme- 
diately make the necessary inquiry. 



Inspector. 


EJCtML 
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Re : DESTRUCTION AIRSHIP HXBDEMBUB0 


Dear Sir: 


On Ifcy 20, 1937 at 6:00 P.K., Commander C. E. Rosendahl, 
of the Naval Air Station at Iakehurst, New Jersey, contacted Special 
Agent in Charge Devereaux by telephone and advised that a chemist 
associated with the Bureau of Mines and Explosives who receives com- 
pensation from the Association of Railroads in the eastern part of 
the United States, had made an examination of the gas valve which had 
been located by Dr. Ludwig Duerf Chief Construction Engineer of the 
Genian Zeppelin Transport Company, and had determined that the foreign 
substance present on the valve head was not sulphur or any active acid. 
The chemist advised Commander Rosendahl that to really determine what 
composed the deposited substance, a detailed, minute examination would 

have to be made, and suggested that the «Tam4nB-Mnn hg wa de by the _ 

Bureau of Standards at Washington, D. C. . / O LL'T' / & A ^ 

RECORDTO \k. * TA f l JL / 7 

Co mma nder Rosendahl advised tl>at (.the ^committee .vgas taking 
steps in the immediate future to have this suggested examination made ! ! ^ 
by the Bureau of Standards at Washington, ,D. C . tf£Y £>0 '§37 P 

He further advised that the German Commission 
the opinion that the deposit appearing upon the vaiveTie 
sibly have originated from a fire extinguisher which waj 
the aft portion of the ship, and that it was_eithap .a^ dy?o sa c , iron 
the burned rubber or the discharged fluid of tMy^ir^^jpguisher* 

For the assistance of the Bureau there is transmitted 
with this letter a photostatic copy of the diagram of the Hindenburg 
which is marked LZ-129, and a photostatic copy of the diagram of the 
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Hindehburg showing the location of the Hindehburg personnel at the 
time of the accident* The latter is marked M- 105-115* 




Very truly yours. 


W. S* EEVEREATJX, 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Boeeadahl , *U* Navy, requested ib ile $greau to ascertain the idea-'. V 

ti*y and background of one Joseph Bpech,^a pas»siiger *bo«rd the air* ^ ;• 
ehip "Hindenburg* on the fatal trip ending May 6, IS 31, at lakehuraf*.; ; 

*r ... * ' -^ - ■ "".-■ '* . ***£* ... ' w, ‘ . > ' *.. «’ 

«ew *eraay* . ;.. •_* : -:. v . :. -„, - ■, ' ’ 


The reference letter further indie ate a that it he« been , r 

determined that Joseph Spach had access to the aft portion of the 
airship to tend teo dogs which he owned end which ware confined in 
the eft freight room. As Spach had access to the rear portion of .-. 

the ship, tome suspicion has, therefore, attached itself to 5-eeh* 
as at warioue times he was in the stem of the ship unaocompanied* 
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1 T«ry truly years. 


John Xdfar Hoorer, 
Director. 
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Mr. Devereaux stated that since Dr. Eckener's testimony , the 
attitude at the hearings had changed somewhat. Dr. Eckener having 
testified he believed the accident was due to static electricity. 

Mr. Devereaux stated that accordingly he felt he should talk to 
Commander Rosendahl before conducting this interview, to be sure 
that the Commander still desired it. I told that was satlsfactoiy. 



FEFiDM 


May 24, 1937, 


mi / *fr n 

iime — i+i j j 



I called SAC Devereaux at the Hewark Division and told him 

that the Director had approved the conduct of the interview with 
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warning allegedly received by officials of the Hindenburg. 


Respectfully, 


i 

4 



P. E. FOXWORTH. 


rl 


»rrT AM 






Q a " 2 ^* 



■■ i 

\ 



copy 

CTilCS 





May 21, 1957 



■Stated that according to the latest prase dispatches towf - 
,a oraluminum ^pssportedly from been brought in 

from some distance from the explosion* He believes this definitely points 
towards sabotage. He stated that the press indicated the officials 
‘mm going to' call in a metallurgist j^epert a*- he is afraid that they 
will dissolve the neta. and -thereby destroy it. He thinks tiiat he might be 
material assistance in thje mmttem^sd,. fought he would call it to our 
attention. .. , • , . 

' , ' «e. * - ■ > *> ’ ' -si ~ 

I told ^k^MBthat »e were not in the Investigation at the present time 
but he e^^^^hat he had written to Commander Rosenderf two days after the 
accident and had offered his services but having not hoard froa Commander 
Rosendorf , he thought it might bp^possible for us to communicate with the 
Department of Commerce concerning -his qualifications. He referred to the 
notice to the effect that the New lork Bomb Squad has been called in on 
the case and he 1 they usually do Is to look around for a 

gas pipe. I toldflHHk' thought he ought to get in touch directly witl 
the Department he insisted that he felt we might c oamunl cai 

with someone in the Commerce Department concerning his qu a l if ications in a 
matter of this kind as ha Is perfectly milling to go to Lakehurst and offer 
£is services in the nattefi* 1 copy of this memorandum is being routed to 
..■Mr • Tamm. \ ■ J \ J ' V 3 

' also stated he was forwarding to you a scientific paper which 1 b t 

time ago with respect to metals and explosives as he thought 
this might be of particular interest to the personnel in the crime laboral t 



l v 



J 


V- 


SHticral Surratt of Jinurattgattmt 
•United £tatrs Srpartment of Uustire 

936 Haymond-C obbuo roe Building, 
Newark, New Jersey, 



i 


o 

5 


\, 

S 


& 

H 

F C 


$ 


1 


O 

o « 

C- o 
P <{ 

p£ 

>7 *-1 
P 1— I 
^ - *■ ►< 

. — 1 

o a 
o * 

lx) © 

3 

a 


May 25 , 1937. 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C, 


BEj 


AIRSHIP EUmENBTOG; 

GOVERNMENT RESERVATION MATTER. 


Dear Sirs 


/_ 


Shortly after the Hindehburg disaster, Roger Williamson, 
Clerk of the Investigating Committee of the Senate Committee on 
Air Commerce, headed “by senator Copeland, advised that there were 
certain footprints leading on to the reservation at Lakehurst, 

New Jersey, and Roger Williamson had oome to the conclusion that 
these footprints were made by some unknown party who entered the 
reservation, and according to a theory advanced by Roger Williamson, 

*1 a a* _ a ... a a * i 1 _S_ J i JL1 Tti J V M 

possioxy urea am maefiuiar}' iuou uihj iu juu ou. ^ uig, cuxu ^auo 

caused its disaster. Incidentally, there is nothing so far to 
substantiate his contention or theory. 

As a result of this report, on Sunday, May 9» 1937. 
Special Agents in Charge W. S. Devereaux and R. E. Vetterli, at 
Lakehurst, New Jersey, on the Government Reservation, photographed 
footprints that were found and pointed out by Roger Williamson. 

One small photograph, together with appropriate descriptive data 

. Jlill J m. 4- AM J *• «M mV am. m* J a 1 t 1 if ^ A #>A^VlA »» 

UilAVU buo i'o auu yi uvuuueieu uA^i«u/eviuu*ij, w^vuiwi 

with two enlarged photographs of each picture taken, are submitted 
herewith to the Bureau* «■» r t»t ■ 
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Portions of aotual footprints found near 
gate, within the reservation at Lakehurst, 
New Jersey, approximately three feet from 
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Aotual footprint inside reservation at 

Lakehurst, New Jersey, near feJr^Ya&Tgi'&S 7 * 

referred to in previous photographs. Is 
aotual photograph of one of the footprints , J 
maiked in white and shown- in photograph *Vy* 
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fourteen feet inside reservation at Lakehurst, 
New Jersey* 
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Photograph of one of the aotual footprints 
shown in photograph "0". Indicates person 
was apparently wearing either rubbers or 


- Q - 

photograph of one of the actual footprints 
shown in photograph "0". Indicates person 
was apparently wearing either rubbers or 
over- shoes or arotios. 
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to a little over feet from the gate. No facilities wore had 
for making oasts of these prints on Sunday, however, you will note 
the photographs, in certain respects, are quite clear. 


In addition, on the following day. May 10, 1957 # photo- 
graphs were made by Special Agent In Charge H, E* Yetterli of the 
road bordering the reservation at Lakehnrst and the gate over which 
the unknown parties climbed to perait their entrance into the res- 
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-A* 


Photograph of road and fence bordering 
reservation at Iakehurst, New Jersey. 
Reservation is on the right. 


- B - 


Continuation of road and fence bordering 
reservation at Lakehurst, New Jersey. 
Reservation is on the left. Reflects same 
road shown in *A n , only in opposite direction. 
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- C - 

Additional photograph of fence and road 
bordering reservation at Lakehnrst, Mew 
Jersey as refleoted in photographs "A" and 
"B". Also refleots gate, in center of picture - 
which penults entry to the reservation. 

- D - 

Portion of road and fence bordering reservation 
at Lalrehurst, Mew Jersey. Also store definite 
picture of gate which permits entry to the 
reservation as referred to in photograph ”C R . 

Close-up view of gate referred to in photo- 
graphs "C n and "D" • 
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Photograph of portion of gate mentioned in 
”E* ( also contains picture of Bureau oar on road 
which leads from the eenter of the reservation 
to the gate exit mentioned in photographs *C"» 
"D n and "E n . In the distanoe are the mooring 
masts, one of which was to be used in mooring 
the Hindenburg. 


- 0 - 

Bureau oar on reservation road which leads 
to gate exit referred to in photographs "C", 
"D" and "E". 


- H - 

Photograph of portion of gate mentioned in 
photographs "C" f "D* and "E n , also part of fence 
over which unknown persons olimbed at this 
point. 


- I - 

Photograph of portion of gate mentioned in 
photographs • , C M t "D" and "E", also part of 
fence over which unknown persons climbed at 
this point. 
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portion of fenoe over which unknown persons 
climbed , at point shown* to permit their 
entry to the reservation at Lake hurst , Few 
Jersey* The two white spots were placed 

+n #V>aw 1 aa o'M ati nf fArttnr<Tif a m 

■***'*" A**'**, 

climbing fenoe* 
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Photograph taken inside the reservation at 
Lakehurst, Hew Jersey* reflecting portion of 
fence and location of footprints near fenoe* 
which latter are reflected by the two white 
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graph *J n . 


- L - 

A different picture of the same footprints 
referred to in photographs "J" and "E". 

On May 10* 1937* Special Agent in charge Vetterli* 
accompanied by Special Agent (a) n. T)« Fay* endeavored to make 
oasts of the prints within the imaediate area of the gate, how- 
ever* a heavy rain had occurred and despite efforts to preserve 
them* they were in such a state that it was impossible to make 
proper casts, however, the photographs taken are olear and show, 
in detail, practically anything that a cast would show. 

On Monday, May 10, 1937* accompanied by Special Agent 
(A) Fay, there were located, about 1100 feet from the gate shown 
in the photographs above, other footprints made by the same 
parties and Exhibit •*R rt , attached hereto, is a life-site photo- 
graph of a cast made of one of the footprints found about 1100 
feet from the gate in question. Photograph is also attached of a 
life-site picture of a heelprint* which was located and from which 
a cast was made. They are described as follows t 

- R - 

This is a life-site photograph of a plaster of 
paris cast made of a footprint on the reservation 
at Lakehurst, Hew Jersey. The footprint wa6 found 
about eleven hundred feet from the gate shown in 
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photographs "D", "E" end n 7* t and on the road 
which leads from the gate referred to above to 
the center of the reservation. 

The oast was made on May 10, 1937 at Lakehurst, 

Haw .Teweav *K \r QrMnl el k P*«m “fc Ar\ f! K»> wrft D* TP.* 

**V" T V* »#W^ W "W — * O'' “ w 

Vetterli, assisted by Special Agent (A) W. D. 

Pay. 

The oast is being retained at the Hewark Division 
offioe. 

The oast indicates the person ms wearing either 
rubbers or arotios* 


- S - 

This is a life-sise photograph of a plaster of 
paris east made of a heelprint on the reservation 
at Lakehurst, Hew Jersey* The Heelprint was found 
about eleven hundred feet from the gate shown in 
photographs w D n , "E” and n F n , and on the road 
which leads from the gate referred to shove to 
the oenter of the reservation* 

The oast was made on May 10, 1937 at lakehurst, 

Hew Jersey, by Special Agent in Charge E. E. 

Tetterli, assisted by Special Agent (A) W* D. Pay* 

The cast is being retained at the Hewark Division 
Offioe. 

The oast indicates the person was wearing either 
rubbers or arotios* 

Two of each of the above photographs are being submitted 
to the Bureau. The measurements of the actual footprint can be 
more accurately made by the Bureau from the life-sise photograph of 
the oast* 


On this same date. May 10, 1937* it was still raining, 
however, casts were made of four footprints and one heelprint, all 
of which are being retained at the Hewark Division Offioe for possible 
future reference. 
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you will note from the photographs, particularly photo- 
graph "R" , that one of the individuals who enter® d the reservation 
was apparently wearing rubbers or galoshes and possibly the name 
of the maker of the rubber or galosh oan be brought out by the 
laboratory from further study of the photograph and, if necessary, 
the oast will be furnished for this purpose in the event anything 
definite develops tomrrant further investigation along this line* 

the investigation outlined above was In aooordanee with 
instructions received from Inspector E* J. Cosnelley* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Report 


f *17015 


Case: Be: Airship Hind an. burg; Government 

Reservation Matter* 


Number: 62-4819024 


two large photographs ana 1 small photograpn ox 
Specimens: 62-4819024 each of the following: 

Ql Portions of actual footprints found near 
gate, within the reservation at lakehurst, 

N« J» t approximately three feet from the 
fence. Exhibit U. 

- 42 Actual footprint inside reservation at Lakehurst, 
N, 7 , , near fence and gate referred to in previous 
photographs* Is actual photograph of one of 

Examination requested by: Newark (5/25/37) 

Date received: 5/27/37 IC 5 p.m. „ T V c^ll'lED s , 

Examination requested: Footprint 

Result of examination: 
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Examination byq 
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the footprints marked in white and shown in photograph 
"1." Exhibit N. 

43 Photograph of actual footprints approximately 
fourteen feet inside reservation at Lakehurst, 

N. J* Exhibit 0* 

Q4 Photograph of one of the actual footprints shown 
in photograph n 0." Indicates persai was 
apparently wearing either rubbers or over- 
shoes or arctics. Exhibit P* 

Q5 Photograph of one of the actual footprints 
shown in photograph **0." Indicates person 
was apparently wearinfc either rubbers or over- 
shoes or arctics. Exhibit 4* 

46 Photc-g raph of road and fence bordering 

reservation at Lakehurst, N. 7. Reservaticn 
la on right* Exhibit A* 

4,7 Continuation of road and fence bordering 

reservation at lake hirst, N. J. Reservation 
is on left. Reflects same road shewn in la," 
only in opposite direction. 

Exhibit E. 
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Q8 Additional photograph, of fence and road bordering reservation 
at Lakehurst, *'N. J., es reflected in photographs w A tt and "B'** 
Also reflects gate in center of picture which permits entry to 
the reservation. Exhibit C. 

Q9 Portion of road and fence bordering reservation et Lakehurst, 

E. J t Also more definite picture of gate which penults entry 
to the reservation as referred to in photograph w c. w Exhibit D. 


A A ^ 


HXO uxose-up view oz gave reierrea to in pnotogrepne 
Exhibit E. 

Qll Photograph of portion of gate mentioned in "E," also contains 
picture of Bureau car on road which leads from the center of the 
reservation to the gate exit mentioned in photographs "C, M "D" and 
In the distance are the mooring masts, one of which was to be 
used in mooring the Kindenhurg. Exhibit F. 

<iXZ Bureau car on reservation road which leads to gate exit referred 
to in photographs "C," n D" and "E." Exhibit G. 

nl a. — » — 4* X.. — 4 « -v w 
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"C," "I>" and "i," also part of fence over which unknown persons 
climbed at this point. Exhibit E. 

<il4 .Photograph of portion of gate mentioned i n photographs n C," 

"D” and "E," also part of fence over which unknown persons climbed 
at this point. Exhibit I. 

Q15 Portion of fence over which unknown persons climbed, at point 
shown, to permit their entry to the reservation at Lakehurst, 

Kev: Jersey . The tv;o white spots v;ere placed to shew location 
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<y.6 Photograph taken inside the reservation et Lakehurst, N. J., 

reflecting portion of fence and location of footprints near fence, 
which latter are reflected by the two white spots. Same foot- 
prints are shown in photograph "J." Exhibit K. 
ftl? A different picture erf the seme footprints referred to in 
photographs n J n ana "E." Exhibit L. 
gts 


gt _0 This is si life- size photograph of a plaster of paria cast 
made of a footprint on the re serration et Lakehurst, U. J* 

The footprint was found about eleven hundred feet from the 
gate shown in photographs ”!)*" "E" end "S',* and on the road 
v;hi ch leads from the gate referred to above to the center of 
the reservation. Exhibit B* 

Q19 Life-size photograph of a platter of parts cast made of a heel-* 
print on the reservation at Lakehurst, K. J. 
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Jane 4, 1937* 


42-40.90-24 

Special Agent 1® Charge,' 
Imrk, lev Jersey. 
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ft»t Airship Hlndenburg) 

Qovsrnment Reservation Better# 

41. L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
■V'-RLiN i£j f xED . rrff 

Deer Girt ^AX£JELi1VlJS! 

Referenda la made to yo«r l«*Ur dutmd Rty *5# 

1937, relative to the above-entitled case covering the 
transmittal of photographic specimens of questioned foot- 
prints found oe the Government Reservation at Lakeburet, 
lev Jersey. 

gu examination one made of a l l footprint photo- 
graphs submitted but no identification of the sake of 
footwear could be effected. The Bureau does notmalntain 
a raferenc* file of material of tide nature and the possible 
letters or figures appearing on the life else ; photograph of 
a plaster of Peris cast could not be clearly deciphered, la 
thisrespect, however, it is suggested that the original / 
east be carefully peeked and transnit ted to the Bureau in 
order that a more satisfactory examination may ba made of the 
ambered 


From the appearance of the photographs, It is 
eoncluded that the footprints were mads by rubber footwear 
such tf rubbers or arctic a. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
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SnibU flats* Brpartmrnt of Itwtirv 
ttaslrUigtxm, 0. C. 

May 22, 1937. 

U pm^wram tor hr. tami 

Re: Hindenburg J " 

While talking with Mr. Devereaux cm lfev,19, 1937, he' 
stated he had received a request from Comander^Kosendahl for certain N ... * ... 
additional Investigation in this case. Commander Bospndahl Inforaed^fuOpX^ 
Hr. Devereaur that he had talked with Captain RrnB't^ttehmann —O \j 

shortly after the accident at the hospital in Lakewood, Hew Jersqy, 
and at that tine Lehmann had informed the Commander that be, Lehmann, 
and Antony* Ittemann had received a warning) the particulars of this 
warning were not divulged to Commander Boeendahl by either Captain 
Lehmann or Captain Wittemann, but they had indicated they had received 
a warning that something was going to happen In the stern of the 
Hindenburg on her initial trip to the United States In the spring of 
this year. According to Commander Rosendahl, evidently both Captain. 
Wittemann and Captain Lehmann, who is now deceased, had confided this 
information concerning the warning to an appropriate representative 
of the German Ambassador in the United States. Rosendahl also stated 
that Lehmann made a definite statement to the effect he was of 
the opinion that an "infernal machine" had been the cause of the 
accident, and that the accident would have happened no matter what 
type of gas had been utilised. 
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idea for a representative of the Bureau to Interview Captain Wittemann 
as he, Rosendahl, had been given to understand that all menbars of 
the German crew would be ready and willing to cooperate with the 
appropriate authority of the United States in connection with the 
sabotage theory. 

I told Hr. Devereaux that no action should be taken in 
connection with Commander Rosendahl* a suggestion pending receipt 

nf fiw+tiiT r* m ffcfi Ttnrpnil . . .... _ „ . . - 

/. r L . Nr wiiXATlC; CONTAINED 

tossectfullr, 



Oi 


Kespec 

to 


.£ ' OjiL *** 


P. 2 . fOIWQR' 




reoordjbd 

A 


hr%nvrt M , 


/ 



r; :i 1 r; ! { i.F ! 

MAY 27 1937 

r : * : t 7 * ’■ rO ' 

.'VLSI i GAT ION 

A. M. 

. • i C '"'E 

-?V*Z! 

| F LE 


V 




\ i 


IN REPLY REFER TO 
REF. NO. 


0 




£ J 


,1 


a; 


■u 


4 " ■ V'’ 

m - i 

•1 \ -J ^ 

ft J J 

& * 1 


C ! 


; '/ 
1 5 






§ . , 
3 - 

?. r 

I yi : 




Department of Commerce 

BUREAU OF AIR COMMERCE 

WASHINGTON 


Investigation Board 
Naval Air Station 
Iedcehurst, N.J. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

A / 

Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 


Ifey 26, 1937. 


The enclosed letters have been received by the 


Department of Commerce Investigation Board in the course 


O. 


of its investigation of the Hindenburg disaster. 


Since the matters involved apparently come un- 
der the jurisdiction of the Department of Justice, they 
are forwarded to your Bureau for consideration and Buch 
action as may be deemed advisable. 
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Investigation Committee 
of the Hindenburg. 
Lakehurst, K. J. 
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, office: headquarters 

FIRST INSPECTION DISTRICT 


FlLJE 
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O ARDEN CITY, LONG ISLAND 


Department of Commerce 
> i AFTr?ONAUT1CO TIRAH0 1 >- 


BUREAU OF AIR COMMERCE 


GARDEN CITY 


May 22, 1937. 


Major R. W. Schroeder, 
EIndenfcurg Investigation Board, 
B. S. Naval Air Station, 
Lakehurst, K.J. * 


Dear Mr, Schroeder: 

Enclosed is a copy of e letter received in this Office 
from Mr. Stoffer* 

This ie forwarded for ycwr Information. 


Very truly yours. 



S^L. WILLI TS, 
Supervising Inspector 


Enel* 
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May 19, 1937. 


Mr. Sanford Willitts, X 

Bureau of Air nerce, 



Dear Sandy: 


An 'f qt-A o V n +fi Ck 


j *f r.^ r\itr 

I A41WVV1 WX 


York City is a charred triangular girder section which is labeled 

as being part of the Hindenburg wreckage. It is about ten inches 

/ 

across each of the 3 sides and about two feet long and the ends show 


that a hack saw was used to cut it off . 

On account of the Department’s present control of the wreckage 
and constant guard maintained frcm the crash period I thought this 
information would be helpful in locating the parties who took the 
wreckage part away from Lakehurst before the investigation was com- 
pleted. 


(s) Charlie Stoffer 


Bird in Hand Restaurant is name. 
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HI NDENBURG DISASTER FAR MORE COMPL I CATED * DRESDEN STARTED INVES- 
TIGATION WEEKS BEFORE D| SASTER' TO AVOID A COMEDY PLEASE MAKE NO POS- 
ITIVE STATEMENT UNLESS ABSOLUTELY SURE* MANY ITEMS MUST BE CLEARED BE- 
FORE YOU CAN REPORT NO SABOTAGE* CONSEQUENTLY PRUVE TECHNICAL CAUSES TO 
THE POINT SINCE I AM UNDER AN AMERICAN LEGAL RESTRICTION TO REPORT THE 
TRUTH I MUST INSIST UPON TRUE STATEMENTS OR RATHER STATE IMPOSSIBILITY 
FINDING THE TRUE CAUSE' HI NDENBURG SPECIAL LAW NOVEMBER 1936- IS KEEN TO 
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IU UMn LtnuiftNN WtC.M> OtfUKt. LAW WAD fUKWU- 


LATED - 1 DID NOT WALK TWO BLOCKS TO HIS FUNERAL SERV I CES -PLEASE START 
REORGANIZING SEVERAL CONDITIONS WITHIN THE ZEPPELIN FI RM* BE NEVER AGAIN 


FLYING HI NDENBURG NAME OVER LAKEHURST* NO DANGER OF THIS CLASSIFICATION 
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or de!^e i^tf« transmUs^n^ \TED^llf£^GE n "^s^ e ^®y®^ n ■ 

in wilting, by the sender th^at wb en * mount 0 f the repeated-message rate and 

ment is made or agreed to be made of the amount m ^ am0unt by whlch such 
an additional charge equal to \h^id doltars; nor in any case for delays arising 
Sm ^voideMe taterStf&i in the working of its lines, or for errors » cipher or 
obscure messages- , +>,« aront of the sender, without liability, to 

■ » -J^T 
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by competent evidence. ttansmlssion of mcasnge^ under the classes 

ffi eU P er^Sed E b^w in sLf^pp1J to messages in such of such respective cl* 

ta 8 d NO°EMPLoT^E n 5F r TlilS COMPANY IS ^UTEOIUZED TO VAI^ 
TH^l FOREGOING, f .. nt e rnMPAN 



°POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY 
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DOMESTIC MESSAGES 

FAST TELEGRAMS. A_ full-rate expedited service, 
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^%huTTy°UC™ Wed ^bi r t to the e^pr^ S 

ri'g K»sg; ™sa™^ 

in thil respect Is subject of its date.during regular 
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17 May 1937 



1st Indorsement HiD, Fort Mifflin, Pa* 


. /• 


From: 


To: 


Yla: 


Subject: 


Senior Member, Board of Investiga- 
tion into EtNBEHBCrBG Disaster. 

Senior Member, Department of Com- 
merce Board of Investigation in- 
to HniDEHEURG Disaster, 

U.S . Naval air Station, 

Lakehuret, N* J* 

Commanding Officer, 

Naval air Station, Lakeburst, N.J. 

papers pertaining to HDH5ENB0RG- 

disaster 



2nd Endorsement 

V A“/LZ-129 (10) U. S. NAVAL AIR STATION 18 May 19^7. 

LAKEHURST, N. J. 


From : 
To : 




1 . 


The Commanding Officer, 

Senior Member, Department of Commerce 
Eoerd of Investigation Into HI ODEN BURG 


Disaster, 

U. S. Naval Air Station, 
Labehurst, N. J. 


Forwarded. 
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38 yard Street. 

Hew Brunswick,". JT - 
IJay 12 th, 1937. 


Tmrocf.1 cjd-I-t C\ . -4 +■ +- a, 

’ V -L- i^j '--t WAWii J. U M'S? 

or the 11 Kindenburg" . 
Lakehurst, li . J. 

To whom it may concern. 

Bear Sir: 


As an eyewitness of tne terrible ■ f h p n 1 o nb u r /z * ^ disaster and as ankimericar 
resident of german descend do I have much interest of solving the horrit 
accident or at least to know what caused the tragedy of the ship. 

I had been at the hangar short after 6 F.M. B.S.T. while it was still 
raining. About 7 I-.h. the "Hindenburg" was visible thru rain clouds 
coming from the west towards the hangar and turned left towards the 
northern part of the landingf ield where it made another turn towards 
the mooring mast. It also released res over the woods. As it cane close 
to the mast the motors were awful loud, but I never thought, that there 
could be something wrong as this was my first adventure of watching the 
hinaemmrg 1 s landing. A few seconds later I noticed the landing ropes 
coming down from the nose of the ship one at a time. shortly after that 
I dicovered ai a flame at the tail of the ship and a few seconds later 
again l heard the first explosion which was follov/ed by two or three more 


According to rne z i always was tne opinion that it must nave oeen an lnsi 
job as I didn't notice any bullets hitting the ship either. 

But the main reason I'm writing these lines is the following : 

Before the ship was in si"ht r you"" lady, 1 judge her between 
25 ana So years of age-, ■ eted kind of nervous and tried to get 
an envelope. The young man who was selling posts ar a. s ano. pictures 
of the 11 H ir. i er.but g !> asked her for what she it wanted, as ne didn't 
COPIES DESTROYjfei) 9 a ny*ker reply was that she want to send a swsaw to nor 
OCT 16 1964 : er or . u._ " rf tk r? 1" ,ac she couldn't wait. If she had 
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a brother on the ship, I presume he was a member of the crew as she 
was of german descend. 

I don T t want to say, that she or he has something to do with the 
catastrophe, but one cart never tell, as there are many possibilties 
especially if you come to the conclusion that it was an inside job. 

Uours truly 



V. 





cal Eyewitilessd^TeU — 
Horror of Hindenbure Crash 



Tht^e Kev Brunswick residents 
were eyewitnesses of the Hinden- 
feurg disaster at Z^akehurit the day 
before yesterday. fThey are Hr*. 
Margaret Ballinger of ^8 Maple 
•treat, Hiss Helen Riley of 302 
■Townsend street and Carl Artner 
»f 36 Bayard street, Mrs. Ballin- 
ger’* companions on a pleasure 
trip to watch the mooring of the 
huge air linen 

: "Tou’ll never forget it; you can’t 
forget it — but it seems to be like a 
4ream; it doesn’t seem possible/’ 
•aid Mrs, 8allinger last night in 
describing her experience, 

It -was the greatest thrill of her 
life, she said, to stand by the fence 
that keeps spectators back and 
watch the long silvery sky liner 
pome down to earth, % 

*'Rut the explosion was not a 


thrill/' she said. "It was a shocks for about five minutes," Mrs. Sal- 


At first a sheet of flame shot like 
fireworks from the tail. We thought 
it wan some sort of a signal/ 1 
Ht£, Ballinger went on. And then 

c&mt Jhe frst explosion. 

Spectators Stunned 
The deafening rofir, much Iq&idr 
•r than the loudest fireworks, 
^doted the spectators, stunned in 
their track*. A moment later the 
pecond blast sent a sheet of flame 
tearing through the shining hull, 
the casing seeming to fly off. all 
at once, and pandemonium broke 
Joose. 

Everyone on the sidelines was 
rimring and screaming hysterically 
We thought the end had come," 
*he aaid, ft I grabbed Helen's 
rm and she grabbed mine, I 
uess, and we just ran." 

But soon the panic was over, 
ome of the women- war# still 
."«t erica], but the crowd was 

aiming to watch the end of the 
eppelln, not 'themselves, ' 


linger went on, "Everyone was 
running back and forth and then 
of course the field ambulances and 
fire trucks and the plane passenger 
c^rs went right in. 

"We saw a man being led from 
the wreck. His hair was all gone 
^except a little knot right on the 
top of his head, and his coat was 
ripped from his back and his 
trousers were tom and he was all 
burned. He seemed dazed, not 
uttering a sound. His eyes were 
staring straight ahead. 

"Two guards Jed him within 15 
feet of the spectators so we could 

dS* k_w ttrAr. 

Uiill* iiJVJ TT V4 ^ iUi 

someone who knew him and could 
help him. They asked the people 
if anyone recognized him. 

"We saw a man in an ambu- 
lance, Hie face and head were 

all red and we could see all the 

blood and all his clothes seemed 
( to be burned. Two internes or 
.guards were holding him up." 


■*We saw -one old woman stand- 
ing there. She was being held up, 
t imagine it was by her sons. 
She was crying/* Mrs. Ballinger ! 
said. "Men were standing their 
da2ed. Two girls were running, 
“Miss Riley was hysterical, and 
while I was more calm on the out- 
side, inside I felt pretty terrible. 

I was shaking. My legs were so 
weak that I could hardly move. 
The chap we were with felt pretty 
bad. He was a* pale as a ghost.” 
Mr, Artner Is of German stock 
and has taken the experience 
harder than his two companions. 
He had led the party to see the 
pride of the Fatherland complete 
Its first 1637 trip to the United 
States, after having seen it leave 
on its last trip in 1956. 

'Everything was in confusion 
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REFORMED 

2* 6, Beeofcil Ava, 
iftt, James B. Mulder. 

9^0 a. sarly service of wor- 
r - -ship. Eermon, "The Uncrown* 
•d Queen.*' . . 

lO.DO a. w., Church school. - — 
11 -(H) a. jn.> children's church ear- 
vice of worship. WiHJa Zonk 
speaks. t _ 

11;W a. *m., morning service of 
worship. "Sermon, “TTbe Un? 
crowned Queen.” 

2:30 p. m., Intermediate C. / E. 

Mother** Day program. 

7:00 p. nv young people® service. 
8:00 p. m., rehearsal of the young 
people's choir. 

Announcements: 

Wednesday. * P. tm, meeting «f 
Community Men's Club. This will 

be ladles 1 night and the monthly 

business meeting. 

Thursday. 62nd anniversary meet- 
ing of Board of Foreign Missions in 
Woodclift Community Church, Wood- 
cliff, N. J. Sessions at 10:30 a. m. and 1 
2:fC p. m. . 

Friday, $ p. m., ^The Bean Town 
Choir/' a three act comedy by the 
adult choir. 

Saturday. 10 a~ m., junior and jun- 
ior high choir rehearsal. 

Franklin Park 

SIX MILE HUH REFORMED 

Rev, Charles J. ficudder. 

3:30 a, m., Sunday school, Bible 

-classes and communicants' 
class with the pastor. 

10:30 a. m. t divine jpotehip, l»r- 
mon. - 4 „ 

Announcements: “ 1,4 

Wednesday, 2:>0 p)*n., .mec 

the Junior C, E. Society. 

10:50 a*’’ m*. Woodvitif 


***f?\t ;v 5 A ?J 

T » 

meeting. 


T;lo p. Bor Reovits: 1 - 
B. Y, tT. business 


Piscatawaj 


>T. JAMES EPISCOPAL 

. Woodbridge ATS* •* * - ' 

At. W. E. Philips/ " V-;/ 
a. m M Holy Communkni -£• 
i30 -a. m„ church sohool. 

:50 a. m„ morning prayer. Ser- 
mon subject, "The Ascensio^ 
jt of Jeaus Christ/' . **- 

Announcements; $ . ,/ 

fctonday. Ij20 p. m,, district meet* 
if*£ of the W. JL c i- 

Thursday, 7:30 p. m./ choir rehear* 


Il: 


New Durham 


&0:0 

*1:0 


b 


i rsios chapel 

Rev. Donald N. Correal. 

A0 a. m., Sunday ach**]. 

00 a. m.. Holy Cfcmmumon with 
the Rev. John E. Slater, pro- 
5 feasor of Bloomfield College 
and Seminary in charge. Roll 
caJI. 

p. m.. evening service. Guest 
R»v. Fid ear G. DeRoit 
of Dunelleti. 

Announcements; 4 ' * 

! Wednesday, A pvM/~>jayer day vice 
atrthe ; chapak ■, / . - 4 w 

ithui-sds;, i dholr practice 

Abe chapel. 

Stthon 

* BAPTIST 

Rev. Walter Swaffletd. 

. 10:00 A-' m. t Sunday school with a 
class for everyone. 

11:00 a. m. r special Mother's Day 
service. Sermon by Rev. Wal- 
ter J. S waf field. Topic, ”The 
Motherhood of God.* 1 
7:30 p. m., a Mother's Day service 
at the Baptist Chapel on 

Woodbridge Av*„ Piscataway, 
with Herman D. Sorg. lead- 


\' 
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Captain Q-. W. Haines, USN. 


I am enclosing a. letter Captain Martin 
received from a man with whom he talked at 
Lakehurst the night of the crash. 

Captain Martin thought that perhaps 
there might be some information in it of 
use to you. 


Respe.ctf 



Phila. Nk Yd. — G-10 — 106 — 
CoTnd’t. Form No. 2 — 6,000 
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■ _.. v ~.. . _* . Vf-rf- :'■■* ■■ ' ■ ** * .\-i* ■*+>--- K ?*l\ 
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F^n, »ddr*Jiiei to Co^nder Roswvsuhl, together with 

the enclosing onoelopoj , . vn *•■ - 

Uttor d*t«i Bay 22, 1937 to *j«r *• *• mIt 

r vniiiA to wkiofc i# ttueiod co^r of a latter 
M^wrjv* ““ Id *iunta *r- Mr. Ch Ah *«ff.r, \ 
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aiolonburf ^l«iat«r toyoaUcatloa fn* Prcadon 01«*t 
Berwu&D) 

paper entitled *l*t fcxdorarvent WD, fort MlffUn, P*. 17 

May 1937*| 

...a., May 12* 1937* •sdres'sed to lctaktilsU® 
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It !• desired that you consult Coau-Jfcdcr Bo send* hi regarding these 
wloua letters k * ascertain that loquirle*, If «qr» ** dsslree asds la 
comedian tlto then. " • - * • *- 
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feiy truly yonra, 

K ■ ' * 

.y • - 

John Edgar Soever t 
Director. 
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Jte&erol Bureau of Inursttgattnu 

4 , 

Butted States department of Booties 
Illaatytngtmi, 50. C. 

May 25, 1937 


MMQRMggt FOR THE DIRECTOR 


/ 





I do not believe the Bureau should take any action 
towards endeavoring to have the Department oAcommerce request 
the assistance connection with the Hindenburg 


investigation, and unl ess you advise to the contrary no action 
will be taken along these lines. 

Respectfully, 







E* A. Tamm* 


a:i --- %vrrc: -obtained 

“ '. p »J M C oiFliI*D ^ I 
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liberal ISurrau of inurHtigatton 
13ncte&, States apartment of fustirr 

607 TJ. S, Court House 
Foley Square 
Hew York, N. Y. 


TJDsML 


REGISTERED 
May 28, 1937, 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sirt- 


The enclosed anonymous communication stating that the 
destruction of the dirigible ^ 1 Kindenburg" was caused by a bomb placed 
by Captain^Lehmanof that vessel - was received at this Division today, 

I am not familiar with the extent of the Bureau's 
participation in the investigation being held to determine the cause 
of the destruction of the "Hindenburg" but in view of the possibility 
that this anonymous communication might be of value, I am forwarding 
it for the purpose of examination for latent prints, if this is deemed 
desirable . 

In opening the mail, this letter has been handled by 
Miss Pauline Shoobs, stenographer in this Division, and by Assistant 
Special Agent in Charge T, J« Donegan. There is a remote possibility 
that this anonymous communication was forwarded by one of the members 
of the crew, and it might be deemed advisable to compare any latent 
prints found thereon with the fingerprints of the survivors. 

A copy of this communication is being forwarded to 
the Newark Division. 

_ „ v- ' t’tqvj CONTAINED Very truly yours, 

•* ‘•'.’a'LASSIFISD -4 ■ _ , n 

R. WHITLEY, 

Special Agent in 


Ends. - 2 

I cc - Newark (with enclosure) 
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y* ** t - i -^rs* *ff.. '•■*'■■ 
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The Hlndenburg was destroyed by*, clock work time fire bomb. This 

\ •■• v !*-'V >'•'•• Y ,;• V '• - ; 

was all planned weekrf before. The purpo se to obtain helium. It ; 
was not intentioned to destroy passengers by It but because of S hours 
delay to make mooring plan was upset. Had mooring been on right 
time all but 5 or 4 of crew also all. passengers away and maybe . 

no lives lost at all. Lehman placed bomb aft 4.50 - 5 o'clock PM Time 

" -- \ * - 

>■ ■ \ m ■ " % 

to go about 7 P.M. No other on ship knew of bomb or -the plan. ^ 


s' ‘ s' 

Eckner did. He had got Berlin O.K. Sane of aft flames showed 
color chemical used. Perhaps metal near stern now will show different 
heat flame marks where Lehman set bomb, not sure but worth looking for 
Eckner said he would have helium sure, said this last Feb. 

Pont let him. % • 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Date 



* ) 


193' 

FBOM: Technical Laboratory 

TO: Single Fingerprint Section 

Case Number: £ZftP/?* 

No latent fingerprints developed 

Iodine prints developed on 

Silver nitrate prints on 



Identiscope negatives attached hereto. 

REMARKS : 


TrT^rnsr 


ALL I- ’ .■ i j.C ! 

xo r X xjD -yf .■■■__ 

DAT Z^9M A&6cs >~~^ 
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xaminer . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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4041 


Laboratory Report 


Case: 


Airship Hindenburgj 
Gover nm e nt Reservation Matter* 


Number ; 


62-48190-28 



Specimens: 62-AB190-2S 020 Handprinted letter beginning*!® HINDEBUHG MAS****, 

• <j 2 i Envelope postmarked lev loritj H* I» Sta F2 May 2t t 1937 

12*30 BU 


Examination requested by: Re|r 

Date received: 6-1-37 ft 10 an ( 6-1-37 12|00^oon chp) 

Examination requested: SocuBent-Fingearprlnt blO 

Result of examination: Examination by: 



cc-Rewirk 

EXPEDITE 


r 


_ Cl~ -*3~***'—^~ 


ALL iNrCPV'.TTnu 

fry,, £ " 1 • ^F“I£D :■ 
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RALiERO 


63-4*190 -28 EE 


v , ■ ■ , * *v ' ' " - “ 

Special Agent in Charge, 

New lark, law York. 


Dear Sir; 


Jur* ID, 1937 



. .„,,y > - / . rf’t- 

“ fc r J 


\ ■: ^v: 

W: ** *i &>■■ •*< 

' . X , . 

&•» Hr Alp Hlndenborjri 

Coworn n ent RasarvatlaD Matter* 



J7QII 

With reference to Laboratory Report #* f ' - ** , in connection with the 
above entitled case, there are transmitted herewith photographic copies of the 
following specimens which your office submitted ?or examination: )• 


S ■ 


* 

.S 


62-43190-28* <220 mod 021 


\ , 



John Edgar Hoover, 
Director . 


Enclosure &015509 


CTUC8 

v •• * ■* ■■ 


“ --rr,.. -V r< y* ,n ~ > i*^- - ***^^ **»»••* -— - *w * ‘y t> “ <f ^7 J '•-,' 1 . 1 ^ 1 * 

'* ■!. ^ *”*' JJ'. .*'.' . 1 *' / ; . * •_,' >■_#., %•* *- - r ^.' \’ -. ■ 
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’V, 

Vv 


'f.v -V Bay ax, 1937, 

. • • ■■ - — <* 


jtr£ I?-f??^!ATrON CONTAINED ; 'r' •"' /% 

lir-REIK IS UNCLASSIFIED :' \ % " 

1 /nl Z-JzIi^L 



|al*o stated that according t^the lataat press dispatches two frag- 
ments of aluelnum purportedly fro* thb'Hijidaalnicg-had boon brought in froa 
a owe distance froa the explosion. * He bell ere a this definitely points towards 
sabotage. Be stated that the press indicated the officials were going is < 
call In a metallurgist expert and he is afraid that they will dissolve the 
aetal and thereby destroy It. Be think# that he night be of Material assist* 
anoe in this wetter end thought be would well It to our attention. 


rl told ^^■■■Rha t we were not in the investigation at the present tine 
but he sxaxeatha t he bad written to Cowna nder^ Ro sendorf two days after the j 
accident end had offered his services but having not beard froa Coanaadtr / 
*o sendorf, he thought it night be peasible for ns to coammloate with the « 

Department of Commerce oonoening his qualifications. Be referred to the \ 

notice to the effect that the lew fork Boob Bquad has bean oalled in on tbs 
ease and he oo^M^ta^that all they usually da is to look around for a gas 
pipe, I told thought he ought to get In touch directly with the ! 

Department of T^Ee^e but he insisted that ha felt we wight communicate with 
someone in the Cowneroe Department jsonoernlng bis qualifications in s nstter l 
of this kind as he is perfectly willing to go to Lakehurst find offer his •ar* j 
titer, i copy of this memorandum is being routed to fir, ~ 


▼aces in uw 



f 


t koo stated he was forwarding to you n scientific paper which be 
e time ago with respect to metals and explosives as he thought 
this might be of particular interest to the personnel in the crime laboratory. 
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Office of the Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of -Justice 


tcord of Telephone Call or visitor 

May a w? '■ '■■■■- 


; lay 

, t . * .V. * • 


- -r - — v v '7 * 

: \?v. v 


TT-" 




VS ,i 


^ - 


10t20 AM 


jkams 


►tele from Baltimore 


Details* 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Kr-Tpj 73 UNCLASSIFIED ■' 

t^ra jz/£**L zi WJ&C 


V 



cane ln.^ Operator 51 at Baltimore will oonplete 
the call. Be would not speak to an assistant. 



_ wa.AWj.ou ~ in connection with any 

investigation that the Bureau was conducting in 
connection/ with toe Hindenherg disaster, he was ✓ 
j££&med by lb. Quinn at that time that the Bureau 
7 was conducting no investigation In the case. 

/C\ - 

ebs 

Memo Di^v 5/21/57 T, 

Pleaaa aal'l him tell him Ir. Hoover out of 
town Ir/rjM if anything Mr. Toleon can do. _ 


HI 




!?o 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIADCTOR 
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BfcIUjral JBurrau of Imirottsstum 
®rrftrJ> (Hates department of Bttetice 
Sao^ttigtim, S. C- 

EdC:L2T June 3, 1937. 

62-48190 


IZLXR^TX!' FOR 13. NATKAK 



Re 


A O 

i F Airship Slode nburg ; 

i Gove rnme nt Reservation Nlutteri 


llr. E. G. Nichols of the Board of Inquiry, 

Commerce Department, called at my office this morning and 
submitted as evidence in the above- entitled case two 
pieces of dural found sane 4,000 feet from the wreckage. 

It was requested that the laboratory ascertain, if possible, 
if the cause of the pieces being blown through the air 
for such a distance be due to an explosion Or COnCUBSlOQ 
other than by hydrogen gas. A formal letter requesting the 
examination is being sub:aitted. Special photographic 
object shots are to be mode especially of both ends of 
Exhibit £52. 

There were also submitted a phot ogreph and 
negative taken by one Br. S* B. Smith of Delhi, New York, 
for a photographic examination to determine if the two spots 
appearing thereon ere due to flaws in the negative or in the 
printing of the same or to any other possible substance. 

Although it was stated that there is no cause for 
expediting the examination, Hr. Nichols asked that he he 
informed by telephone District 2200, Branch 549, in order 
t.brt hp ri pht, personal Iv call for the evidence. He stated 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


C^x 

s&'f 


f 


f 


Jc&eral Surratt of inveetigatttm 
United states Brportntent of Justice 
fflasdmgtart, B. d. 


EPC-.ON 


June 2, 1937. 


\ 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR 


. MATHAN>y 


Re: Request of Mr. Nichols of 

the Bureau of Air Commerce 
for laboratory examination. 



Mr. Nichols of the Bureau of Air Commerce of the 
Department of Commerce phoned and asked if he could bring 
over certain exhibits in th ^iindenbury Case fo r laboratory 
examination. He wanted to bring the exhibits over personally 
and I told him that this would be all right but I suggested 
that he direct a letter to the Bureau making a formal request 
for the examination in order that it might properly be of 
record. 







Accrued 


Department of Commerce l 
DIRECTOR OF AIR COMMERCE 

A. 

WASHINGTON 


KM 


June 2, 1937 


Mr. J* Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

Wft inert nn _ D _ C- 

— -- 

Dear Siri 

The Board of Inquiry convened by order of 
Secretary Roper to inquire into the circumstances 
attending the destruction of th^airehip^Hindenberg" 
at Lakehurst on May 6 has procured two pieces of dural 
vhich were found some 4*000 feet from the wreckage* 

It bae been suggested that there is a probability 
that some explosion or concussion other than hydrogen gas 
may have caused these pieces to be blown through the air 
for such a distance. 

It is requested that your laboratory make a thorough 
investigation and examination of exhibits No. 52 and 53 for 
evidence of chemical content or traces of explosive matter 
which may or may not be present* 

A statement from your laboratory as to your findings 
will be of considerable value to the Board of Inquiry* 


Cordially yours, 




r* 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Case; 




June 3# 1937 Number; 

Airship ttindenburgi 62-48190-28 

QtmnmxA Rassmtts* , 
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Specimens: %r v.'*' % ' wr * : ' H '•' . y - . . . -- v — 

’ r Z" 1 2 * * '. \ Q20» Har^jrinted latter begin&ag •tHS HlftfHSSBUBC IA3--**« 

•;•■' - Qw _ VmJ nn* MgiMrjMd *|ff Idpk> In Inki Stltlifi n« _. 

:y ;, . ; V: Mqy 2 t, £937# 12130 pi.«* 
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Examination requested by; 
Date received: V 

^ f 

Examination requested: 
Result of examination: 


lev Toxic 
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'^Document - Fingerprint 



Examination by: 


The handprinting on the instant anonymous letter has been compared with 
the handprinted section of the anonymous letter file maintained in the labora- 
tory bat no Identification m effected* A photographic copy of this letter 
will be placed in that file for future comparison purposes end In the ersnt 

J. *411 Wa «4 4f<Ml 

MU i 4 J»nULJ. !• vuww /VUI WUMV w j aa 1 1 I V I # 

1 \ ‘v . ’X ’ V 

The epee inert designated as 020 Is a sheet of plain white onion Skin peper 
measuring apfroxij*tely 11x8 J* and containing the vatermark •FIDELITY ONION 
SKIN Esleeck Manufacturing Coupary* • The address of this company Is Turners 
Falls* Massachusetts* The envelope designated as specimen Q21 is plain white# 
has a smooth finish* measures approximately 6jx3 7 P& and contains no 
watermark* 


Tha my ^M e ng a ww» ■ l ymatA^ frtW ^Ka 4 *vdlf 

prints but none of value was developed. 


inti of fi nftfv 


Photographic copies of the evidence submitted will be forwarded to yOur 

Office within the next Several days*" J- v 

. ,r •• _ /- - - ./ ' 

THE aaoim EVIDENCE IS BEING RETAINED IN THE LABORATORY FOR USE IN ANY 
OTBSitf-OiT E5AUIK.-TI0NS 1HICH MAY BE DESIRED. SHOULD YOUR OFFICE DESIRE THIS 
CCTGTtwU EVIDENCE TOR USE IN ANT SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDINGS WHICH WAT DEVELOP THE 
n ;tnr. uinv wt? w iTTv’Tv: TN AVOI.V TTVP TO PFRiTT TRANSMITTAL* 


1- Bureau 

2— Now York 

L-Nem*rk 

1-La bora to jry 
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June 3, 1937 
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62-48190 — '3 5 , 4Vr. : 

Special Agent In Charge* 
Jknr lork, New lark# 


'V • •• 


Sal Airship Hl&dftx&uxv) 

Oovernnant RassTTAtion fiat tar* 
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Dear Sir: \ \ ■ . 

v r L * -l., * 

I F - 

There is transmitted herewith the laboratory report 
covering the examination of specimens submitted by your office 
in connection with the above entitled matter and received i.n ^ 
the Bureau ^ 1# 1937, 


* 


Very truly yours, 

t*.. M o q 



John Edgar Hoover, 
Director- 


Enclosure: #1015101 
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tmr Sr. Tidal* 
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Air Llo* Radio I»a?a«tor * tbo BoJ**o» of *lr °r - - z fy , ™ 
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9rderttl 8urcau of Snurstfgatliin 
United States department of 9nstlee 

936 Raymond-Coimierce Building 
Newark, New Jersey 




June 10, 1937* 


Director , , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, ~ 

■Washington, D. C. 

ATTENTION! TECHNICAL IAB0RAT0RY 



He t AIRSHIP HINDENBURGr 

GOVERNMENT RESERVATION MATTER. 


Dear Sir : 


With reference to the request set out in your 
letter of June k, 1937 there is being transmitted under- 
separate ooverythe original oast of the footprint pre- 
viously submitted to the Bureau in life site photograph. 

An examination of the original cast may be 
of assistance in deciphering the numbered area referred 
to . 


Very truly yours. 


LFMsRBT 
cc - Bureau 


70-15 



COPIES DESTROYED 
''OCT 16 1864 


ht £ &r*****r , f4 

W. S. DEVEREAUX, "" 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION , 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


# 17304 


Laboratory Report 

Case : Airship Hinderiburgj 

Government Reservation Matter# 


Number: 62-48190-35 


Specimens : 


Original of 62-48190-24 Q18 now being submitted; photograph 
previously submitted# 


Examination requested by: Newark 

Date received: 6-14-37 ft 10 am 

Examination requested: Footprint 

Result of examination: 
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Examination by: 
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JFrfcrral Bureau of Jnusettsattoti •> 
Knifed States Krpartmmt of ^natter 

936 Baymond- Comma roe Building, 
Newark, New Jersey. 


v* 






Dear Sir» 

ts^ In. response to the request of the Board of Inquiry 

of the Department of Commerce to ascertain the identity and hack- 
ground of JosejpbtfSpaeh which has previously been set out as 
Joseph Spach, ana which request was called to the attention 
of the’ Bureau on May 21, 1937 letter, the following informa- 
tion is submit 
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Tl» above investigation was conducted by Special Agent 
Lee F* yalone of the Newark Field Office* It is auggested that 
as the Board of Inquiry of the Department of Commerce, headed by 
South Trimble, is now in Washington, D. C. compiling their report 
with reference to the destruction of the airship Hindenburg, that 
the above information be conveyed to them for the purpose of de- 
termining whether they desire any further investigation to be con- 
ducted as to Joseph Spaeh* 

It is noted, for the information of the Bureau, that 
although a request for an investigation of Joseph Spaeh was made 
by Commander Rosendahl, U. S. Navy, he conveyed this request as a 
representative of the Board of Inquiry of the Department of Commerce, 
and the Board of Inquiry is the proper authority to pass on any 
further investigation with reference to Joseph Spaeh* However, 
Commander Rosendahl will be contacted in the near future with ref- 

- * J J.' 4- J ■> J5 — L: 4-« Xv* m-Oa J 4- "U * — « ^ 0»4- 

l/U auui ±XVLU±X uo W11J.UU CU U 1>U UO iQlOU'OU ovy LLXLi.jp CLO O & U 

out in Bureau letter of June 3» 1937* 


Very truly youra. 


carafe?. rr , 

70-15 

Enc.-l 


a- i *1 ~ ~1 

W. 's. DEVEREAIJX, 

Special Agent in Charge, 
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T«ry truly jours. 





Join ttfur 
Jimtor* 
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936 Raymond- C omme roe Build ing 

Newark, Hew Jersey 


June 11, 1957* 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, B. C. 
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I am transmitting herewith original 
exeouted Government Bill of Lading #J-82913 
which covprs the shipment of a plast er of peris 
oast of ^footprint taken at Lakehurst, New 
Jersey ~in\>onnect ion with the oase entitled 
AIRSHIP A HHroENBTJB?, GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 
MATTER. 


Very truly yours. 


WSD.RBT 
ec - Bureau 
Enol. 1 


aQum-u 

W, S. DEVEREA.TX, 




*7* 


Special Agent in Charge. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 






DIRECTOR 


EATiEK 


Ifefcral fiitrrau of Inurstigntum 1 
ittttth liaba Bejmrtottnt of Imtiet 

t. 

Sfaolf ittgimt, 3B. CL 
June 11, 1937, 



Time - 3*40 P. H. 


matoRAiatinM tor the director 


I telephoned the Washington Field Office and inquired of Special 
Agent Hickey &b to the commitments of Agent Louis Loebl. 


■v''" llr. Hickey stated that Agent Loebl was not working on anything 
special and I told Agent Hickey that I desired Agent Loebl to go 
over to the Department of Commerce for the purpose of Interviewing 
Mr. South Trimble. I informed Agent Hickey that Mr. Trimble desired 
an Agent to look over the material In their files with reference 
to tb e°H inden burg disaster in order to determine if they have any 
information of interest to the Bureau. 

Ipr. Hickey said that Agent Loebl would be designated to do this. 
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JttM 11, 1937* 
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* ; * ' BouthT Trlhbla, fr ., Solicitor for tha fonnsros fiepartaant f ; 

telephoned and stated that In taKietion with the Ilndanburg dlsastar thare ' 
letter* la their file which had not been tamed over to the 




’e _ * 
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were s< 

Bureau agents to look orer end Mr, friable would like takers «n agent 
over rad go thro the file to neks tare there vet nothing ef mine in ltj 
that he would like to hacre the scent none over tonorrow naming to his 
office. Z adviced hie that Z would have an agnet there x In the norning. 

V " ^ .."r V - v;/ V - •:' Vi- 

lr* Triable farther stated that in oocmwetlon with the 
above" natter a aaa has aade aooe fantaetie accusations of sons high 
government officials including Met nan in the Buraanfthat thie nan la. r 
a ao-ealled decoder of theU ted network e nd hie aocusatiom lsrolwed -*£*' 
charges of narcotic and White Slave Traffic viol a tl one end Mr* Triable 
would live to have an agent cone over and ait in on an Interview with 
thie aan to see If there la northing to hie charges. Be stated that 
although the charger are fantastic, rat ha la a pretty shrewd individual. 



»■» 


0 


Office of Director - ' ' 
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Record of Telephone Call or Visitor. 

June 11 is37. 
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Soutlr Trimble, Jr. Solicitor 


for the Commerce Dept. tele. 



Referred to 

^tetails: 

When advised the Director was not in as yet, 
asked that the Director call him when he came in.cek 
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the report of tho Bureau** Technical Laboratory ftOloeing w 
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Th* eraeination of th# photograph and original negative 
purporting to depict the ship approaching the aoorlng neat prior to 
the ^pia^aa, hu alao been oonpleteri. The nark afaleh appear* In 
th* picture aa though on the upper rear portion of the ouUlde af 
: the dirigible ha* been a toiled both by photo grap h i ca lly en l arg i ng 

the nine end by nlcroscapie exenl nation of the negative, and np * • 
a result it 1* the opinion *f photograph!* eapert# ff the Bureau rthet 
J thie naa net n nark on the dirigible Itself sit th* tine the picture 
~ mi taken but la rather n defect in the picture cauaed by axtfaneeni 
natter being against the enuleion «t the tin* the negative 
• developed* . j..t- . .. 
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A black nark appearing in the photograph on th# 
left and above th* ekj line la found to be e scratch or abrasion an 
th* negative Itself. •. » •' - '-T *' 
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MlssfeeHstte of th^yBureau ofjllr Commerce called by telephone ■'; 
to inquire concerning the identity of the Agents of the Bureau ito 
were assigned to observe the Investigation being conducted into 
tht Aindenburg disa ster. I informed Kiss DeSette that I could 
not recall the names of these Agents. She stated that their 
records indicated that they were Uesars* Devereaux and Vetterli. 

I then affirmed the fact that these were the men assigned in this 
capacity, and she inquired as to how they might be contacted. 

I explained to Miss DeSette -that the Bureau Agents are moving 
about considerably, and that if there was any information which 
the Department of Commerce wanted from these men, it Should be 
requested by letter addresaed to the Director here in Washington. 


Respectfully, 
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E. A. TAMM. 


TUrOPKATIOW CONTAINED 
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